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CBS EVENING NEWS WITH BOB SCHIEFPER 3/12/77 (Excsrpt) 

SCHIEF1ER; The House committee investigating the assassination of 
civil rights leader Martin Luther King, Jr. is checking out what could 
be a new lead in the case. Jim McManus reports from Washington. 

JIM McMANUS: The Assassinations Committee reportedly has been informed 
that two men in Washington, D.C. discussed killing Martin Luther King, 
Jr. three days before he was shot to death in Memphis, Tennessee. 

A Dallas television news report said the story has been confirmed by 
a retired Miami detective. Lieutenant Charles Sapp. Sapp reportedly 
got his information from Walter Somersett, then publisher of an 
independent labor trade journal in Miami. Somersett's story is that 
he. overheard two union men discussing King after a 1968 National 
Labor Relations Board hearing on the then continuing Memphis 
sanitation workers' strike. At least one of the union men allegedly 
stated there was no choice but to kill Martin Luther King, Jr. if 
he continued his intervention in the Memphis strike situation. 

A source close to the new King murder investigation admitted he was 
stunned" that the detailed report had become public. Staff 
investigators are known to be following new leads in both the King 
and Kennedy assassinations. The chairman of the King investigation 
subcommittee would not flatly deny that the report is true. 

DEL. WALTER FAUNTROY [Assassination Committee Member]: Well, in the 

first instance, I am not in position either to confirm or deny this 
report. It — it — and that statement should not be taken either as 
an indication of its truth or its falsehood. 

McMANUS. After the King assassination, Lieutenant Sapp reportedly made 
a written report on Somersett to then Miami Police Chief Walter 
Hedley, with a copy to the FBI. The report was not made public. 

Neither Lieutenant Sapp, Miami police nor FBI spokesmen could be 

reached for comment. Walter Somersett and Police Chief Hedley are 
now dead. 

Jim McManus, CBS News, Washington. 
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